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Your paragraph text

Wellington, NZ

NZ pop: 5m
Jews: 5k
Muslims: 60k
Christians: 2m
Wellington: 250k



About Me - Dave Moskovitz

Jewish Co-Chair, Wellington Abrahamic Council
Past President, Wellington Progressive Jewish Congreation
Lay leader, Cantor
Born in Los Angeles, Calif.
Software engineer by trade
Early stage investor and company director
Perenially curious
Fun fact: Failed PhD student (NZ Sign Language)



Aim: “to foster understanding, friendship, and trust between Christians and Jews”
Registered Charity
Activities: 

Two public meetings per year: Bible Study + Public Seminar
Contributed to NZCCJ Journal: Massah
Participate in ICCJ

2009: Something is missing here.
2009: Invited FIANZ CEO Sultan Eusoff as “observer”
2009: Muslims start participating in our public meetings

“The binding of Isaac / Ishamel”
“Activating the Charter for Compassion”
“How our religious traditions inform economic policy”

WCCJ: 1991 - 2015



Aim: “ foster understanding, friendship and trust between the Abrahamic faiths of
Judaism, Christianity and Islam”
Relaunched at NZ Parliament
Activities: 

Two public meetings per year: Text Study + Public Seminar
Additional activities, eg “Peacenic”, peace vigils, interfaith meditation sessions
Sharing Our Scriptures (Cambridge Scriptural Reasoning)
Public statements, eg Charlie Hebdo
Participate in ICCJ

Wellington Abrahamic Council 2015-



Statement rejecting all forms of hate

We the undersigned reject all forms of hate and bigotry, including racism, Islamophobia,
anti-Arab hate, and antisemitism. We are reminded that all of our communities’ safety and
futures are inextricably linked – and we recommit ourselves to fighting racism, bigotry, and
hate in all its forms.

The Torah commands us to “love your neighbour as yourself”.
The New Testament enjoins us to “love one another”.
The Quran teaches us that The Almighty has created different “peoples and tribes that we
may know one another”.

We stand together with all of our neighbours under threat and urge our elected and
community leaders, police, schools, universities, public institutions, employers and
workplaces to make clear that there will be zero tolerance for any act of hate.

October 7



Collective vision of importance of religion’s contribution to a better world
Membership is individual, not by organisation
Wellington’s scale
We’ve been friends for a long time
Commitment
Appreciating our differences
Confidence that we can share and work through issues

What makes it work?



Abrahamic Council Values
We are kind and respectful

We act in good faith, and assume good faith in the
actions of others
We appreciate our shared values and respect our
differences
We don’t try to convert others
We listen respectfully to what others say

We are genuinely interested and open
We are open to ask and answer questions
We learn from each other
We see the inherent worth in others’ beliefs and
practices

We are honest
No one can represent an entire religion, but we
represent our own beliefs
We identify where our personal beliefs diverge from
common or mainstream beliefs
We don’t speak for the beliefs or practices of other
religions

We are bold
We are not afraid to have hard conversations,
but do so with sensitivity

We are tolerant and forgiving
We do not blame each other for the actions
of coreligionists, present or historical
We are slow to take offence
When we are offended, we treat this as a
misunderstanding, seek to understand the
context, and forgive.

We are united
We make our decisions by consensus.
We seek to achieve consensus, but where
this is not possible, we move on.



All three religions face similar issues
Global reduction in religiosity
Extremists controlling the narrative
Chequered history and present
Religion plays a significant role in geopolitics

We all believe in the importance of our religions, the unity of God, the sanctity of life

We all have a future together

We are better spending our energy constructively, rather than destructively

Why is trilateral dialogue important?



He [Hillel] used to say, 

If I am not for myself, who will be for me?

And if I am only for myself, what am I?

And if not now, when?

Final thought from the Talmud
Pirkei Avot 1:14

ר, יָה אוֹמֵ הוּא הָ

י. י לִ י, מִ י לִ נִ ין אֲ ם אֵ אִ

י. נִ ה אֲ י, מָ מִ צְ עַ י לְ נִ אֲ שֶׁ וּכְ

י: תָ ימָ יו, אֵ שָׁ כְ לֹא עַ ם  אִ וְ



Part one:
What would successful trilateral dialogue look like in my city?

Part two:
What roadblocks might we encounter, 
and how might we overcome them?

Part three:
Individual action plans

Workshop (in small groups)


